MORALITY TALES

Margie Kelk's Currentworks include paintings on
canvas, mixed-media drawings, and etchings.
They centre upon the rift between human

aspirations and absolute perfeotton Each work =

evolves around one of four elements 16th Century
characters, Splrlte Cloude ‘and Female Body
Builders. The works st ew a contrast between the
worldly and the ethereal 0 NN, - X

The 16th Century characters*ﬁare msplred by figures |

in the works of Anto:!* e W
are mainly women, who are’ reminiscent of the

"'.atteaus paintings. They %

idealized ladies whose praises were sung in the

courtly love tradition In courtly love poems,
women were the embodlment of absolute

perfection, promtsmg thelr Iovers eternal happmese g =

Margie Kelk uses these women in the same way

that Dante uses Beatnce and Petrach uses Laura: "

~ the women are: the sugnposts pomtmg the way to |
salvation. et . _ oy

‘The courtly -w_'_'o'me'n::- i-n'habit--;--:a'wor_ld_ --parallel'to the

realm of the spirit beings. These creatures are

‘pantheistic deities who cavort in the shadows just
beyond human awareness. The spirits dance in a
world entirely thetr own, unencumbered by human s
concerns. | - - -

Cloud imagery extends the symbollsm of the

salvation promised - wsthm the courtly love tradition.
as it pulls the spectator upwards beyond the realm.
of physical human concerns into the ethereal. It
constitutes an appeal beyond involvement with

one's self, towards splrltuallty in harmony w:th the' '



~_natural universe. Clouds represent ascent mto the- N

-sublzme which is the way tc Paradlse

The Muscle Wcmen are""'

o d_e rn f igu res w h o '_ A

_ '_f.symbolnze human asplratsc ‘to attain perfectven and

~_become godlike. The Muscle Women stand in

. _"__'__--'_durect antithesis to both the: Spmts and the courtly
- characters because they cannot see beyond their =~

own physical development They represent
physical llmltats'on” s and mortality. They have =

molded themselves,
~are limited by the: : ,_cnfmes of

trying to achieve perfection but
e human body. In

~Kelk's work, these women Symbojllze a threshold tO'L"_"'_?"'

-~ be surpassed

Margie Kelk S pamtmgs and drawmg ccmbme., R
ﬁguratlve elements_}w;th abstract ideas.. Eheysis
‘weave both mythological- and histcncally mspuredﬁ--’*’*_"-"'”:‘fi"
'-'_ftgures into an. mvented universe Wthh suggests:___ S

-_-'_-human possnbihtles m a mcdern wcrld
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:- Marg:e Kelk has a dlploma from the Torontc SChOO|"_..:._':_"..'?_:_-.'_.".:'::_1_5'_:_%__-__.{
 of Art and a Ph.D. in Romance. Languages and" e

therature from the Johns Hopkms Unwersﬂy



